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PRESS RELEASE


Migrants Yesterday, Elders Today

REACHING the ‘UNREACHABLE’
News Editors please note: Photo opportunity and interviews available

Thursday 18 March 11, 4pm.

 Park Crescent Conference Centre, 229 Great Portland Street, London

With the general election imminent, what are the political parties’ record of progress on people who are elders today, but were once migrants and/or refugees? This section of the population is ageing rapidly, faster than the majority population. Thus, setting and adhering to policies and agendas is important.
PRIAE Policy Research Institute on Ageing and Ethnicity, a ground-breaking initiative for black and minority ethnic older people, celebrates its 12 years of life by hosting a policy conference, held in London on 18th March 2010. 
As PRIAE’s founder and Executive Director, Professor Naina Patel OBE says ‘Not all minority ethnic elders’ concerns, thoughts and passions are‘ age or ‘race ’related’. They are people first.  Nor are they ‘hard to reach’ if information, opportunity and direction are forthcoming. Each conference presentation will use PRIAE’s central threads of ‘voice, choice and autonomy’ as touchstones for examining and applying changes in policy and practice in equality, care and income across the UK, Europe and Globally. It will show what a niche based specialist organisation like PRIAE can achieve and has achieved with relatively meagre, self generated resources’. Jez Buffin, Associate Head at ISCRI International School for Communities, Rights and Inclusion at the University of Central Lancashire who implemented PRIAE’s policy capacity project called ME²PN Minority Ethnic Elders’ Policy Network, which resulted in ‘Experience Matters’ a toolkit to be launched at the event, says ‘we generated interest and enthusiasm from ethnic elders who want to be ‘policy active’; they are not passive by any means, but need support and structures to enable them to be fully active’.
· In 2003, the Rt. Hon Ian McCartney MP, then Minister of State for Pensions said at PRIAE conference:

‘It is a sad fact that currently ethnic minority groups are over-represented amongst the poorest pensioners in Britain.  It is very important that our policies reach and deal effectively with members of our black and minority ethnic communities so that they too can make the most of later life.’ Seven years on, have this happened?
· Government policies consistently state the need for ‘culturally responsive care’, but has this been achieved?

· Mainstream and larger age organisations often state the importance of addressing ‘ethnic age diversity’ with the intention of making a large difference to ethnic elders concerns. What is their record of achievement? 

PRIAE has been at the forefront of not just championing ethnic elders’ issues but doing the serious research, service development and information work to build up the area that was once considered to be ‘too small’ to be on the policy agenda.  Lord Herman Ouseley, first Chair of PRIAE, has consistently argued, ‘We urgently need to see evidence of support from the Government and mainstream organisations on the implementation of pioneering work that PRIAE has done.’  Lord Dholakia, Vice Chair of PRIAE adds, ‘too often discussion of ‘age’ overlooks the simple truth that migrants and minorities also age and need specific support. This problem is not just a past one; it is still alive today’.  The conference will present work highlighting that organisations like PRIAE do not wait for others to help ethnic elders. They have no difficulty in reaching these elders, which may surprise policymakers and large age and mainstream organisations - but should not.  
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For further details please contact Naina Patel 07939051065 Email: naina.patel@priae.org
NOTES TO EDITORS

· PRIAE is a leading independent international charitable institute specialising in ethnicity and ageing. PRIAE raises all its finances through call for applications and commissioned work.(info@priae.org; www.priae.org). 

· The Policy Research Institute on Ageing and Ethnicity was founded in 1998 and works with policymakers, service users and BME and mainstream organisations in examining the needs, provision and quality of life for elders from BME communities.

· PRIAE’s flagship projects and products since 1998  include: Seminal policy report to the Royal Commission on Long Term Care for the Elderly; Largest research on minority elderly care in Europe covering 10 countries and 26 ethnic minority groups( MEC); Study- film on dementia (CNEOPSA); Active Ageing (AIM); Palliative Care (PALCOPE); Policy Network (ME²PN) ; Contribution to Ethnic Minority Employees to Small & Medium Size Enterprises (CEMESME)/(READi); Dignity in Care; Housing; MiLEON Minority Ethnic Leadership.
PRIAE with ISCRI at UCLAN will be launching its mental health resources publication on 29 March 2010 in London. Details from Khalil Ahmed Patel, iscriprojects@uclan.ac.uk or ring +44 01772 892780

Conference Programme POLICY MATTERS ETHNIC CONCERNS
Park Crescent Conference Centre, 229 Great Portland Street, London

Thursday 18th March 2010 (11am - 4pm) 
· THEME A: Voice, Choice and Autonomy 

· 10.15 – 10.50 – Registeration and Welcome 

· 10.50 – 11.00    Opening of the conference

11.00 – 11.20
Chair for the morning 



Equality and Justice - Lord Herman Ouseley
PRIAE Chair, Former Chairman of the Commission for Racial Equality

11.20 – 11.35
 Making Health Matter More - Liam Hughes

PRIAE Trustee, Special Adviser IDeA Improvement and Development Agency for Local Government, Former Chief Executive of Leeds East Primary Care Trust 

· THEME B: Listening to Elders: Learning and Acting

11.40– 12.00
Elders’ Panel Dame Betty Asafu-Adjaye; Mr Khan Lodhi, Mrs Shu Pao Lim Mission Dine (Brent); Basaira Elderly Centre (Lambeth); Great Wall Housing (Camden)

12.00 – 12.20
Making Education Work - Jez Buffin, Alia Syed

Associate Head at ISCRI, Project Manager ME²PN, University of Central Lancashire
12.20 – 12.30  Discussion – open forum

· LUNCH 12.30 – 1.20pm

1.20 – 1.30 – Conference opens with PRIAE’s film: Policy Passion and Progress, narrated by Jon Snow, Ch4 Broadcaster

· THEME C: Cross-European Perspectives

Chair:

Liam Hughes

1.30 – 2.10
Healthy Minds - Professor Sashidharan

PRIAE Trustee, Consultant Psychiatrist 

2.10 – 2.30
Investment in Ageing and Ethnicity - Professor Naina Patel OBE Founder and Executive Director of PRIAE, Professor in Ageing and Ethnicity at ISCRI, UCLAN
2.30 – 2.40 Discussion on the afternoon session

With 5 minutes break

Chair:

Lord Dholakia

· THEME D: Global Connections

2.45 – 3.10
Effective Education for Development -  Professor Abye Tasse
Associate Vice President, Dean of the School of Social Work, University of Addis Ababa; Former President of International Association of Schools of Social Work

3.10 – 3.30 Communities, Rights and Inclusion: Ethics and Elders - Professor Chris Heginbotham OBE

Acting Head of School, International School for Communities, Rights and Inclusion (ISCRI), University of Central Lancashire; Former Chief Executive of the Mental Health Commission
3.30 – 3.45
Active Communities and Citizenship - Lord Dholakia OBE

PRIAE Vice Chair, Deputy Leader of Liberal Democrats, Communities Spokesperson

3.45 – 4.00
Discussion and Closing of the conference 

PROGRAMME DELIVERED WITH ISCRI @University of Central Lancashire and funded by Big Lottery
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